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IMPORTANT  

Disclaimer 

The information in this document is provided in good-faith and represents the opinion of 
Transpower New Zealand Limited, as the System Operator, at the date of publication.  
Transpower New Zealand Limited does not make any representations, warranties or 
undertakings either express or implied, about the accuracy or the completeness of the 
information provided.  The act of making the information available does not constitute any 
representation, warranty or undertaking, either express or implied.  This document does not, 
and is not intended to, create any legal obligation or duty on Transpower New Zealand 
Limited.  To the extent permitted by law, no liability (whether in negligence or other tort, by 
contract, under statute or in equity) is accepted by Transpower New Zealand Limited by 
reason of, or in connection with, any statement made in this document or by any actual or 
purported reliance on it by any party.  Transpower New Zealand Limited reserves all rights, in 
its absolute discretion, to alter any of the information provided in this document. 

Copyright 

The concepts and information contained in this document are the property of Transpower 
New Zealand Limited.  Reproduction of this document in whole or in part without the written 
permission of Transpower New Zealand is prohibited. 

Contact Details 

Address:  Transpower New Zealand Ltd 
22 Boulcott Street 
PO Box 1021 
Wellington 
New Zealand 

Telephone: +64 4 590 7000  

Email: system.operator@transpower.co.nz 

Website: http://www.transpower.co.nz  

  

mailto:system.operator@transpower.co.nz
http://www.transpower.co.nz/
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1.0   Invitation to Tender 
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15 October 2026 

 

Dear Ancillary Service Provider,  

 

The System Operator invites tenders for the provision of the following ancillary services for the 
period from 1 January 2027 to 31 December 2028:  

• Over-Frequency Reserve: two-year term only 
• Black Start (South Island): two-year term only 
 
 

Tender Information 

We enclose:  

• Terms and Conditions of Tender;  

• Tender Response Forms A, D, and E; and  

• Standard Ancillary Service Procurement Contract (ASPC) for 2026 (Parts A, A1, A2, B, and 
the relevant Ancillary Service Schedules). 
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1.1 Changes to Contract Standard Terms 

We made changes to the standard terms of the Ancillary Service Procurement Contracts in 2026. 
These are summarised in the table below.  

Contracts (and therefore tender responses) must now contain pricing broken down by unit or 
station (as applicable).  

 

Clause # Description of Change Rationale 

Black Start Schedule 

1.1 

Added and updated definitions, 
including Allowed Outage, 
Availability Fee, Black Start, 
Black Start Equipment, Black 
Start Service Test, Black Start 
Generating Unit, Event, Event 
Fee, Method, Outage, 
Performance Standard, POCP, 
Request, Station, Term and 
Unit. References to Code and 
Procurement Plan definitions 
added where appropriate. 

To improve alignment between the 
Black Start (BS) contract, the 
Procurement Plan and the Code, 
reducing ambiguity and improving 
consistency of interpretation. 

4.1–4.3 
Section reordered and 
performance standards added 
for Monitoring Equipment. 

Provides clarity. 

5.1–5.4 

New operational requirements 
section consolidating and 
expanding requirements for 
ongoing operational readiness 
and contract management. 

To improve operational 
coordination and support ongoing 
management of BS capability.  

6.1–6.4 

Clause reworked to clarify the 
pricing, payment and annual 
fee adjustment arrangements 
for BS.   

Clarifies the pricing, payment and 
annual fee adjustment 
arrangements for BS.   

7.1–7.7 

Section reworked for clarity. 
Outage exemptions 
constrained to the current 
contract term. 

To align with operational treatment 
of outages. 
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Clause # Description of Change Rationale 

 
Addition of requirement for 
outages to be entered into 
POCP. 

8.1–8.9 

Testing requirements section 
restructured. 
 
New requirement for Ancillary 
Service Agents to email the 
System Operator with results 
of Black Start Equipment 
testing. 

To provide clarity and to ensure 
auditability of compliance with 
testing requirements. 

Appendix 1 
Capability schedule updated to 
include more precise variable 
definitions. 

To clarify the required input better. 

Over Frequency Reserve Schedule 

1.1 

Added and updated definitions, 
including Allowed Outage, 
Arm/Disarm Test, Availability 
Fee, Circuit Breaker Equipment, 
Control Equipment, Control 
system, Dispatch Instruction, 
Dispatched, Event Fee, 
Monitoring Equipment, 
Outage, Performance Standard, 
Provided, Relay Equipment, 
Required Frequency, Term and 
Test Form. References to Code 
and Procurement Plan 
definitions added where 
appropriate. 

To improve alignment between the 
OFR contract, the Procurement Plan 
and the Code, reducing ambiguity 
and improving consistency of 
interpretation.  

3.1-3.5 
Added provisions allowing 
ramping plant control systems 
to receive remote signalling. 

To support a broader range of OFR 
technologies, including ramping 
capable plant and BESS-based 
responses, and to align with 
Procurement Plan updates. 

4.1-4.4 
Section reordered and 
performance standards added 
for Control Systems, including 

To support a broader range of OFR 
technologies, including ramping 
capable plant and BESS-based 
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Clause # Description of Change Rationale 

response time and monitoring 
requirements. 

responses, and to better reflect 
operational OFR delivery 
arrangements. 

5.1-5.4 

New operational requirements 
section consolidating and 
expanding requirements for 
ongoing operational-readiness 
and contract-management 
requirements. 

To improve operational 
coordination and support ongoing 
management of OFR capability.  

6.4 

Clause reworked to consolidate 
and clarify the annual fee-
adjustment arrangements for 
OFR. 

Clarify the annual fee-adjustment 
arrangements for OFR. 

7.1-7.6 

Section reworked for clarity. 
Outage exemptions 
constrained to the current 
contract term. 

To align with operational treatment 
of outages. 

8.1-8.8 

Testing requirements section 
restructured and expanded to 
include ramping-based and 
BESS OFR. 

To provide clarity and to support a 
broader range of OFR technologies, 
including ramping capable plant and 
BESS-based responses. 

Appendix 1 

Capability schedule updated to 
require Unit level values for 
Availability Fees and Event 
Fees. 

To support Unit/Station-level 
procurement.  

Appendix 3 
OFR Test Form removed and 
replaced with a link in the 
Glossary. 

To ensure consistency. 
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1.2   Changes between 2022 and 2025 
Procurement Plan 

The 2022 Ancillary Service Procurement Plan was in effect for the previous Ancillary Service 
Procurement Contracts for Over-Frequency Reserve and Black Start (South Island). The 2025 
Ancillary Service Procurement Plan came into effect on 7 August 2025 and will apply to the 2026 
Ancillary Service Procurement Contracts.  

The differences between the 2022 and 2025 Procurement Plans can be found on the consultation 
page on our website.  

 

  

https://www.transpower.co.nz/invitation-comment-draft-ancillary-services-procurement-plan-2025-closed
https://www.transpower.co.nz/invitation-comment-draft-ancillary-services-procurement-plan-2025-closed
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1.3   Submission of Tenders  

Please submit an electronic copy of your tender using the submission form on our tender webpage, 
with tender response forms in Microsoft Word format in accordance with the Terms and 
Conditions of Tender.   

If you have difficulties using the form, please contact us at market.operations@transpower.co.nz.  

The closing time for tenders is 5pm on Tuesday 3 November 2026. We must have received your 
tenders by then.  

We are holding a tender briefing at 10:30am on Thursday 22 October via Teams. We will cover the 
tender process, any relevant changes, and will provide an opportunity to ask any questions you 
may have. Information on how to join the briefing is available on the tender webpage.  

During the tender period all communications, questions, and requests for information must be 
made to the Tender Coordinator, Bridget Legg, on 021 718 404 or by email to 
market.operations@transpower.co.nz.  

 

We look forward to receiving your tenders.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

  

GLENN WELLINGTON 

Market Services Manager 

 

Transpower New Zealand Limited 

Waikoukou, 22 Boulcott St, PO Box 1021, Wellington 6011, New Zealand 

www.transpower.co.nz 

 

 

 

Enclosures:  Terms and Conditions of Tender  

Tender Response Forms A, D, and E  

Standard Ancillary Service Procurement Contract for 2026 

 

https://www.transpower.co.nz/system-operator/information-industry/electricity-market-operation/ancillary-services/tender
mailto:market.operations@transpower.co.nz
https://www.transpower.co.nz/system-operator/information-industry/electricity-market-operation/ancillary-services/tender
mailto:market.operations@transpower.co.nz
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.transpower.co.nz%2F&data=05%7C02%7CJustine.Park%40transpower.co.nz%7Cd813779c9d0446ca42a608dc98e4994c%7Ccb644580651946f6a00f5bac4352068f%7C0%7C0%7C638553354830100205%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sa5eY9vliMEo2hWk0TfOpqyltVXmM65Qq4gXT7MKgJo%3D&reserved=0
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